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Before a new vaceine is ever given to people, extensive lab testing is done that can take several years. Once testing
in people begins, it can take several more years before clnical studies are complete and the vaceine is licensed.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) sets rules for the three phases of clinical trials

to ensure the safety of the volunteers. Researchers test vaccines with adults first.
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If the FDA licenses a vacine, experts may consider adding it to the recommended immunization schedule.

“The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)is a group of medical and public health experts.
Members of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) are
‘among some of the groups that also bring related immunization expertise to the committee. This group carefully

reviews all avaiable data about the vaccine from clinical trias and other studies to develop recommendations for
vaceine use.
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After being added to the U.S. Recommended Immunization Schedule, health
experts continue to monitor the vaccine's safety and effectiveness.
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FDAand €DC closely monitor vaccine safety.
after the public begins using the vaccine.
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Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
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Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD) and
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Scientists uso thoso systoms to actively monitor vaccino safoty.

Clinical Immunization Safety Assessment Project (CISA)
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Vaccine recommendations may change if safety monitoring reveals new
information on vaccine risks (like if scientists detect a new serious side effect).

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT HTTPS://WWW.CDC.GOV/VACCINESAFETY

‘The United States currently has the safest vaccine supply i its history.
‘These vaccines keep children, families and communities protected from

serious diseases.
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Myth: Natural immunity is better than vaccine-acquired immunity.


Fact: In some cases, natural immunity — meaning actually catching a disease and getting sick– results in a stronger immunity to the disease than a vaccination. However, the dangers of this approach far outweigh the relative benefits.


Myth: Vaccines can infect my child with the disease it’s trying to prevent. 


Fact: Vaccines can cause mild symptoms resembling those of the disease they are protecting against. A common misconception is that these symptoms signal infection. In fact, in the small percentage where symptoms do occur, the vaccine recipients are experiencing a body’s immune response to the vaccine, not the disease itself.








Common Myths about Vaccines 
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